The Committee responsible for organizing the Second World Congress of the Internationd Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics (ISPO) has been most gratified by the response of the membership. Many complimentary comments have been received-and an analysis of the registration figures indicates that more than lo00 attendees from over 40 countries, representing all of the major population areas in the world, convened in New York City last May.
In fact we believe that the 1977 New York Congress marked the coming of age of the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics as an internationally recognized professional society.
Until the formation of ISPO, individuals professionally concerned with prosthetic and orthotic provision for the disabled had no broadly based, interdisciplinary, international forum available for comprehensive discussion and debate. Although meetings of related groups (Orthopaedic Surgery, Rehabilitation Medicine, Physical and Occupational Therapy, etc.) often devoted small portions of their programme to prosthetic and orthotic matters, full attention to pertinent subject matter and issues was never possible in these meetings.
The remarkably broad scope and diversity of ongoing research, clinical, and educational activities was evidenced by the programming in our Congress of 175 acceptable papers and five symposia covering the broad spectrum of prosthetics and orthotics and rehabilitation engineering. In addition to these submitted papers, the plenary sessions offered 30 invited lectures by leading international authorities who provided an up-to-the-minute overview of a11 aspects of our field.
. As an innovation, an extensive programme of 41 instructional courses, ranging in length from two hours to five days, devoted to various topics of interest was offered and was most favourably received. An instructional course faculty of 70 prominent members provided the highest order of technical knowledge to more than 1650 individual course registrants, who were particularly enthused by the detailed, explicit coverage of the many technical topics which were available.
The participants carried away many facts and ideas which could be of immediate benefit to their patients.
The editors of "Prosthetics and Orthotics
International" will devote future issues to the publication of selected papers from the Congress. In this way the most important contributions from the Congress will be made part of the professional literature of prosthetics and orthotics and thus available for detailed study on a permanent basis.
An undertaking of the size and complexity of 1977 Congress could not have been implemented without the devoted assistance of numerous talented colleagues throughout the world-their number being too great to list individually. However, we wish to recognize and express our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all of these associates-and especially to Messrs. Baumgartner, Bahler, and Murdoch who provided us with an excellent model in our First ISPO Congress in Montreux, Switzerland in 1974. A special thank you is offered to our Past President Knud Jansen, who gave us very helpful guidance as the countdown for May 1977 in New York was underway.
